Objective: To elucidate all of the characteristics of childhood epilepsy, we performed a long-term follow-up study on the patients who visited Okayama University Hospital.
Introduction
To determine all of the characteristics of childhood epilepsy, it is important to investigate its epidemiology not only on a single prevalence day but also the detailed clinical course of the affected patients over a long period after the prevalence day, because epilepsy is chronic and includes heterogeneous disorders with variable outcomes. Epidemiological studies of childhood epilepsy have been undertaken in various countries [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] . However, there have been few such studies with long-term follow-up for childhood epilepsy in Japan [8] . Most of the published long-term follow-up epidemiological studies assessed outcomes in terms of remission or death [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] , and there are only a few studies on the course of epilepsy including changes in classification [14, 15] .
It is possible that diagnosis of epilepsy classification may be changed because of age-dependent changes and/or identification of previously unknown etiology through advances in neuroimaging and genetic examination. Thus, we aimed to clarify the long-term course of 
